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Most states allow brewing 100 US 

gallons (380 L) of beer per adult per year 

and up to a maximum of 200 US gallons 

(760 L) per household annually when 

there are two or more adults residing 

in the household

Homebrewing beer became legal in all 

50 states in 2013 as the governor of 

Mississippi signed a bill legalizing 

homebrewing on March 19, 2013 and 

as the governor of Alabama signed a 

bill legalizing homebrewing of beer and 

wine which came into effect on May 9, 

2013.2013.

Unlike on the mainland, the U.S. 
territories of Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands have a 
minimum purchase and drinking 
age of 18. 

As of July 1988, all 50 states and the District of 

Columbia had a minimum purchase age of 21.

States that did not choose to raise their drinking age to 21 would risk losing 
8% (10% before 2012) of federal highway funding as a penalty.

On July 17, 1984, Congress passed the National 
Minimum Drinking Age Act. The bill would force all states 
to raise their drinking age from 18, 19, or 20 to 21.

Prohibition led to the unintended 
consequence of causing widespread 
disrespect for the law, as many people 
procured alcoholic beverages from illegal 
sources. In this way, a lucrative business 
was created for illegal producers and 
sellers of alcohol, which led to the 
development of organized crime. As a development of organized crime. As a 
result, Prohibition became extremely 
unpopular, which ultimately led to the 
repeal of the 18th Amendment in 1933 
via the adoption of the 21st Amendment 
to the Constitution.

In the United States, there was an attempt 

from 1919 to 1933 to eliminate the drinking 

of alcoholic beverages by means of a 

national prohibition of their manufacture 

and sale. This period became known as the 

Prohibition era. During this time, the 18th 

Amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States made the manufacture, sale, United States made the manufacture, sale, 

and transportation of alcoholic beverages 

illegal throughout the United States.
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